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{Abstract)

A Study on the Korean Sign Language Proficiency Test

The purpose of this study is to provide the basic data necessary for
the implementation and operation of the Korean Sign Language
Proficiency Test under Article 11 of the Enforcement Decree of the

Korean Sign Language Act.

Since the enactment of the Korean Sign Language Act in 2016, the
number of Korean Sign Language learners has been increasing every
year. However, there has been no system to evaluate Korean Sign
Language proficiency until now, so the institutional arrangement, which
measures the outcomes of learning Korean Sign Language through
evaluation and can improve the quality of teaching and learning based

on them, is far from sufficient.

In this study, we set the evaluation criteria and content of the Korean
Sign Language Proficiency Test so that the test can be conducted
stably, developed the guidelines of preparing test questions and types of
questions, and presented the actual evaluation operation model.

The summaries of this study are the following: first, after reviewing
the Korean Language Proficiency Test and the sign language proficiency
evaluation systems in foreign countries, the evaluation standards and
contents of the Korean Sign Language Proficiency Test were organized
to match the characteristics of Korean Sign Language. The evaluation
area was divided into the area of understanding and the area of

expression, and the method of evaluation consisted of the area of



understanding as an objective evaluation and the area of expression as
a way of signing directly. In addition, evaluation grades were basically
divided into three levels: beginner, intermediate, and advanced, each of
which was sub-divided into two levels, and also divided into a total of
six levels.

Second, advisory meeting and expert group interview were conducted
for the development of evaluation scale: and based on this, the
guidelines and types of presenting problems were developed.

Third, the guidelines of preparing test questions and types of
questions have been revised to reflect the results of the test and survey
after conducting the simulation test of 18 beginner and intermediate KSL
students with developed questions.

Fourth, a public discussion was held to gather various opinions on
the operation of Korean Sign Language Proficiency Test System and the

results of the study.

Suggestions derived from the results of this study and the public
discussion are the following:

First, researches on sign language education site and curriculum are
necessary for establishment of evaluation criteria and levels of difficulty.
The research on the evaluation of the Korean Sign Language capabilities
is still in its infancy, so in order to accurately set the stage-by-stage
evaluation criteria and levels of difficulty of the Korean Sign Language
Proficiency Test, it is necessary to carry out the study on the frequency
of the use of sign language vocabulary and vocabulary learned by
Korean Sign Language education curriculum in connection with the sign
language education site.

Second, there is an urgent need to train experts in sign language

assessment, including test organizers and judges. The expertise of the



evaluator will have a significant impact on the validity and reliability
throughout all the process from preparation of test questions to
grading. For a reliable evaluation, the training of assessment experts
must be included.

Third, the establishment of item banking system through the
accumulation of question in the area of understanding is required. It is
expected that it will make significant contributions to ensure the stability
of the test in the long term if the test questions are prepared with the
item banking system in mind from the beginning of the test
implementation to later.

Fourth, it is required to promote the activation of the Korean Sign
Language Proficiency Test in conjunction with acquisition of qualification
for Korean Sign Language teaching skills and recognition of grades in
college majors or general arts classes.

Fifth, for the stable operation and management of the Korean Sign
Language Proficiency Test, an organization specializing in the test needs

to be established.

Key words: proficiency In sign language, korean sign language
proficiency test, area of understanding, area of expression, evaluation

system
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